United States
Department of
Agriculture

Sail ‘
Cons_ervatlon
Service

In cooperation with

Louisiana Agricultural
Experiment Station and the
Louisiana State Soil and

Water Conservation Committee

Soil Survey of
St. Landry Parish,
Louisiana




Locate your area of interest on
'l the ““Index to Map Sheets’’

NDEA TO MAD grERTS

Locate your area of interest
3 . on the map sheet.

4 List the map unit symbols
. that are in your area.

HOW TO USE

2.

Note the number of the map
sheet and turn to that sheet.

Symbols

AsB
BaC
Ce
Fa
Ha
WakF



THIS SOIL SURVEY

Turn to “‘Index to Soil Map Units’’
5 . which lists the name of each map unit and the
page where that map unit is described.

See ‘‘Summary of Tables’’ (following the
6. Contents) for location of additional data i o et

on a specific soil use.

Consult *“Contents'’ for parts of the publication that will meet your specific needs.
This survey contains useful information for farmers or ranchers, foresters or

7 o agronomists; for planners, community decision makers, engineers, developers,
'builders, or homebuyers; for conservationists, recreationists, teachers, or
students; to specialists in wildlife management, waste disposal, or pollution cnntrol,



This soil survey is a publication of the National Cooperative Soil Survey, a
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local agencies. The Soil Conservation Service has leadership for the federal
part of the National Cooperative Soil Survey. In line with Department of
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Foreword

This soil survey contains information that can be used in land-planning
programs in St. Landry Parish. It contains predictions of soil behavior for
selected land uses. The survey also highlights limitations and hazards inherent
in the soil, improvements needed to overcome the limitations, and the impact of
selected land uses on the environment.

This soil survey is designed for many different users. Farmers, foresters,
and agronomists can use it to evaluate the potential of the soil and the
management needed for maximum food and fiber production. Planners,
community officials, engineers, developers, builders, and home buyers can use
the survey to plan land use, select sites for construction, and identify special
practices needed to insure proper performance. Conservationists, teachers,
students, and specialists in recreation, wildlife management, waste disposal,
and pollution control can use the survey to help them understand, protect, and
enhance the environment.

Great differences in soil properties can occur within short distances. Some
soils are seasonally wet or subject to flooding. Some are too unstable to be
used as a foundation for buildings or roads. Clayey or wet soils are poorly
suited to use as septic tank absorption fields. A high water table makes a soil
poorly suited to basements or underground installations.

These and many other soil properties that affect land use are described in
this soil survey. Broad areas of soils are shown on the general soil map. The
location of each soil is shown on the detailed soil maps. Each soil in the survey
area is described. Information on specific uses is given for each soil. Help in
using this publication and additional information are available at the local office
of the Soil Conservation Service or the Cooperative Extension Service.

s

Harry S. Rucker
State Conservationist
Soil Conservation Service
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ST. LANDRY PARISH is in the south-central part of
Louisiana. It is bordered on the east by the Atchafalaya
River, on the west by Evangeline Parish, on the north by
Avoyelles Parish, and on the south by Acadia, Lafayette,
and St. Martin Parishes. Opelousas, the parish seat, is
near the center of the parish and is about 55 miles east
of Baton Rouge. The parish is chiefly rural and had a
population of 84,128 in 1980. The total area of the
parish is 597,343 acres or about 933 square miles. The
elevation ranges from about 8 feet to 75 feet above sea
level.

Land use is mainly agriculture and woodland. About 60
percent of the land is cropland and pasture, and 33
percent is woodland. The present trend is an increase in
the acreage of cropland and a decrease in the acreage
of woodland.

The parish consists of two major physiographic areas:
the terrace uplands and the alluvial plains.

The terrace uplands make up about one-third of the
parish. This level to moderately steep area extends
across the western and central parts of the parish. Most
of the soils in the terrace uplands are silty throughout,
formed in loess, and are mainly used for cultivated
crops, homesites, and pasture. Some of the soils in the
western part of the parish have a loamy surface layer
and a clayey subsoil, and they are mainly used for
cultivated crops and urban structures.

The alluvial plains make up about two-thirds of the
parish. This level to gently undulating area extends
across the eastern part of the parish. These soils formed
in sediment deposited by the Atchafalaya and Mississippi
Rivers and by distributaries of the Red River. Loamy
soils are dominant on the high and intermediate parts of
the natural levees, and clayey soils are dominant on the

lower parts of natural levees and in back swamps. The
soils are medium to high in natural fertility. Most of the
acreage of these soils is used for cultivated crops and
woodland. A small acreage is used for pasture and

homesites. Wetness is a limitation to land use in most
areas. Drainage and flood control are major concerns.

General Nature of the Survey Area

This section gives general information about the
parish. It discusses climate, history and development,
agriculture, transportation, and flood control.

Climate
Prepared by the National Climatic Center, Asheville, North Carolina.

Table 1|gives data on temperature and precipitation
for the survey area as recorded at Melville, Louisiana in

the period 1951 to 1973.[Table 2|shows probable dates
of the first freeze in fall and the last freeze in spring.

Table 3|provides data on length of the growing season.

In winter the average temperature is 53 degrees F,
and the average daily minimum temperature is 42
degrees. The lowest temperature on record, which
occurred at Melville on January 11, 1962, is 9 degrees.
In summer the average temperature is 81 degrees, and
the average daily maximum temperature is 90 degrees.
The highest recorded temperature, which occurred at
Melville on August 8, 1962, is 102 degrees.

Growing degree days are shown in They are
equivalent to “heat units.” During the month, growing
degree days accumulate by the amount that the average
temperature each day exceeds a base temperature (50



degrees F). The normal monthly accumulation is used to
schedule single or successive plantings of a crop
between the last freeze in spring and the first freeze in
fall.

The total annual precipitation is 53-56 inches. Of this,
27 inches, or 50 percent, usually falls in April through
September. The growing season for most crops falls
within this period. In 2 years out of 10, the rainfall in April
through September is less than 21 inches. The heaviest
1-day rainfall during the period of record was 13.18
inches at Melville on June 18, 1953. Thunderstorms
occur on about 70 days each year, and most occur in
summer.

Snowfall is rare. In 60 percent of the winters, there is
no measurable snowfall. In 5 percent, the snowfall,
usually of short duration, is more than 2 inches. The
heaviest 1-day snowfall on record was more than 4
inches.

The average relative humidity in midafternoon is about
60 percent. Humidity is higher at night, and the average
at dawn is about 90 percent. The sun shines 65 percent
of the time possible in summer and 50 percent in winter.
The prevailing wind is from the south-southeast. Average
windspeed is highest, 9 miles per hour, in spring.

History and Development

St. Landry Parish was established as a political unit in
1807 when the Territory of Orleans was divided into
parishes. lts name is derived from Saint Landri, Bishop
of Paris in 651. The parish name comes from St. Landry
church, built by the Capuchins at Opelousas in 1777.
The earliest permanent settiement, a Spanish military
and trading post, was established in 1765 at the present
site of Opelousas. The area was inhabited by the
Attakapas and Opelousas Indians when settlers of
French, Acadian, and Spanish descent arrived. When
France ceded Louisiana to the United States in 1803,
there was an influx of English-speaking people. The high,
flood-free prairies of the terrace uplands were settled
first, but later people settled along the streams where
the soils were fertile and agricultural products could be
easily transported by water to New Orleans.

St. Landry Parish is one of the leading agricultural
areas in the state. Large areas of its once vast
hardwood forests have been drained, cleared, and made
available for crops and pasture. Industrial development
has proceeded slowly. The main areas of nonagricultural
industries are near U.S. Highway 190 and the
Atchafalaya River.

The seat of government in St. Landry Parish is
Opelousas. Its population in 1980 was 18,903. The main
communities are Opelousas, Eunice, Sunset, Port Barre,
Arnaudville, Washington, Krotz Springs, Grand Coteau,
and Melville.

Soil Survey

Agriculture

St. Landry Parish has always been an agricultural
parish. The early settiers grew a variety of crops and
raised livestock. For a short period, indigo was the main
cash crop. By the early 1800’s, cotton was the main
crop. Cotton acreage was about 20,000 acres in 1969;
however, cotton was not planted in 1978, and only 80
acres was planted in 1981. Corn, historically, has been
an important crop; nevertheless, its acreage has also
decreased in recent years. Corn acreage was about
17,000 acres in 1969 and about 6,000 acres in 1982.
Sweet potatoes is another crop that has had significant
acreage reduction in recent years. In 1969, sweet potato
acreage was about 13,000 acres, and in 1982, it was
about 3,000 acres.

Soybeans is now the main crop in St. Landry Parish. In
1982, more than 7 million busheis of soybeans were
produced on approximately 265,000 acres (70). In 1982,
the four main crops in order of cash value were
soybeans, rice, sweet potatoes, and corn. Other
commercial crops include grain sorghum, wheat, oats,
cotton, lrish potatoes, cabbage, okra, and peppers. In
1982, crops accounted for 85 percent of the value of
farm products produced in the parish; livestock
accounted for 15 percent.

The present trend in St. Landry Parish is a decrease in
the number of farm units and an increase in the average
size of farms. The total acreage of cropland and pasture
has increased from about 253,000 acres in 1958 to
about 357,000 acres in 1982. This additional acreage
comes from woodland that was cleared and converted to
cropland.

Transportation

St. Landry Parish is served by two major railroads that
connect to every major railroad system in the United
States. There are three U.S. highways and numerous
other paved state highways and parish roads. A north-
south route of an interstate highway is under
construction, and the projected date of completion is
1990. Airports near the towns of Opelousas and Eunice
serve small private and commercial aircraft.

The Atchafalaya River is the only major water
transportation route in the parish. Port facilities are
available on the Atchafalaya River at Krotz Springs. The
river serves as a ‘‘short-cut” from the Missi§sippi River
to the Gulf of Mexico. Access to the Mississippi River is
available through the Old River locks near the mouth of
the Red River.

Flood Control

Much attention has been focused on flood control in
St. Landry Parish. The parish is at a critical point in the
lower Mississippi River flood control system.
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Most of the flooding in the parish is caused by
overflow from large streams and from drainage canals
that are used as fiood relief channels. Flooding from
heavy local storms is minor. Some flooding by backwater
also occurs when water levels are high in the
Atchafalaya River.

Flood control in the eastern part of the parish is
provided by the Atchafalaya River levee system and the
West Atchafalaya Floodway levee system (fig. 1).
Several privately constructed levee systems also protect
thousands of acres of agricultural land in areas that are
not protected by the major levees. Many of the privately
owned levee systems provide inadequate protection from
flooding. Over 90,000 acres of land within the parish are
either unprotected or inadequately protected.

About 155,000 acres in the parish are in the West
Atchafalaya Floodway. This area is west of the
Atchafalaya River and extends north to south across the
eastern part of the parish. The floodway is about 8 miles

in width and is enclosed by large, earthen levees. The
floodway is part of a complex flood control system
operated by the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers. This
system diverts excess water from the Mississippi River
when it is at a critical flood stage. A “fuse-plug” is at the
northern end of the floodway between Hamburg and
Simmesport in neighboring Avoyelles Parish. This plug is
designed to erode away when waters behind it reach a
predetermined critical level and permit the waters to flow
over the levee. The fuse plug levee and the levees on
either side of the floodway protect most of it from
floodwaters during typical backwater flood stages and
from headwater flooding by the Atchafalaya River. The
West Atchafalaya Floodway has never been used;
however, the federal government owns floodway flow
rights or easements. The perpetual flowage easements
provide for full use of the lands for flood control
purposes, which includes the authority to release
floodwaters into the floodway. Landowners retain the

Figure 1.—The West Atchafalaya Basin Floodway protection levee helps to provide flood control in the eastern part of St. Landry Parish.



right to farm, improve, and inhabit the land and to
harvest timber and minerals.

This soil survey can be used to locate the areas that
are subject to flooding. The areas are delineated on the
maps, and the frequency and season of flooding are
given in the description of each map unit. Soil map units
that generally are flooded more than 2 years out of 5 (41
or more years in each 100 years) between June 1 and
November 30 are frequently flooded. Those map units
that generally are flooded up to 2 years out of 5 (11 to
40 years in each 100 years) between June 1 and
November 30 are occasionally flooded. Many soils on
bottom lands that are not adequately protected are
rarely flooded; that is, flooding is unlikely but possible
under abnormal conditions. Rarely flooded soils
generally are flooded from 1 to 10 years in 100 years
between June 1 and November 30. Soils that are not
subject to flooding or that are adequately protected from
flooding by levees or pump-off systems are nonflooded.

These definitions of flooding differ from the National
SCS definitions of flooding used in other soil surveys.
The frequency of flooding for each of the flooding
classes is slightly different. Also, the definitions are
based only on flooding that occurs from June 1 to
November 30 of each year; the National SCS definitions
are based on flooding throughout the year.

This soil survey does not repiace onsite investigation.
The actual flooding frequencies and height of
floodwaters are best determined by onsite engineering
surveys and flood stage records.

How This Survey Was Made

This survey was made to provide information about the
soils in the survey area. The information includes a
description of the soils and their location and a
discussion of the suitability, limitations, and management
of the soils for specified uses. Soil scientists observed
the steepness, length, and shape of slopes; the general
pattern of drainage; and the kinds of crops and native
plants growing on the soils. They dug many holes to
study the soil profile, which is the sequence of natural
layers, or horizons, in a soil. The profile extends from the
surface down into the unconsolidated material from
which the soil formed. The unconsolidated material is
devoid of roots and other living organisms and has not
been changed by other biological activity.

The soils in the survey area occur in an orderly pattern
that is related to the geoiogy, the landforms, relief,
climate, and the natural vegetation of the area. Each
kind of soil is associated with a particular kind of
landscape or with a segment of the landscape. By
observing the soils in the survey area and relating their
position to specific segments of the landscape, a soil
scientist develops a concept, or model, of how the soils
were formed. Thus, during mapping, this model enables
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the soil scientist to predict with considerable accuracy
the kind of soil at a specific location on the landscape.

Commonly, individual soils on the landscape merge
into one another as their characteristics gradually
change. To construct an accurate soil map, however, soil
scientists must determine the boundaries between the
soils. They can observe only a limited number of soil
profiles. Nevertheless, these observations, supplemented
by an understanding of the soii-landscape relationship,
are sufficient to verify predictions of the kinds of soil in
an area and to determine the boundaries.

Soil scientists recorded the characteristics of the soil
profiles that they studied. They noted soil color, texture,
size and shape of soil aggregates, kind and amount of
rock fragments, distribution of plant roots, acidity, and
other features that enable them to identify soils. After
describing the soils in the survey area and determining
their properties, the soil scientists assigned the soils to
taxonomic classes (units). Taxonomic classes are
concepts. Each taxonomic class has a set of soil
characteristics with precisely defined limits. The classes
are used as a basis for comparison to classify soils
systematically. The system of taxonomic classification
used in the United States is based mainly on the kind
and character of soil properties and the arrangement of
horizons within the profile. After the soil scientists
classified and named the soils in the survey area, they
compared the individual soils with similar soils in the
same taxonomic class in other areas so that they could
confirm data and assemble additional data based on
experience and research.

While a soil survey is in progress, samples of some of
the soils in the area are generally collected for laboratory
analyses and for engineering tests. Soil scientists
interpreted the data from these analyses and tests as
well as the field-observed characteristics and the soil
properties in terms of expected behavior of the soils
under different uses. Interpretations for all of the soils
were field tested through observation of the soils in
different uses under different levels of management.
Some interpretations are modified to fit local conditions,
and new interpretations sometimes are developed to
meet local needs. Data were assembled from other
sources, such as research information, production
records, and field experience of specialists. For example,
data on crop yields under defined levels of management
were assembled from farm records and from field or plot
experiments on the same kinds of soil.

Predictions about soil behavior are based not only on
soil properties but also on such variables as climate and
biological activity. Soil conditions are predictable over
long periods of time, but they are not predictable from
year to year. For example, soil scientists can state with a
fairly high degree of probability that a given soil will have
a high water table within certain depths in most years,
but they cannot assure that a high water table will
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always be at a specific level in the soil on a specific
date.

After soil scientists located and identified the
significant natural bodies of soil in the survey area, they
drew the boundaries of these bodies on aerial
photographs and identified each as a specific map unit.
Aerial photographs show trees, buildings, fields, roads,
and rivers, all of which help in locating boundaries
accurately.

Map Unit Composition

A map unit delineation on a soil map represents an
area dominated by one major kind of soil or an area
dominated by several kinds of soil. A map unit is
identified and named according to the taxonomic
classification of the dominant soil or soils. Within a
taxonomic class there are precisely defined limits for the
properties of the soils. On the landscape, however, the
soils are natural objects. In common with other natural
objects, they have a characteristic variability in their
properties. Thus, the range of some observed properties
may extend beyond the limits defined for a taxonomic
class. Areas of soils of a single taxonomic class rarely, if
ever, can be mapped without including areas of soils of
other taxonomic classes. Consequently, every map unit
is made up of the solil or soils for which it is named and
some soils that belong to other taxonomic classes. In
the detailed soil map units, these latter soils are called

inclusions or included soils. In the general soil map units,
they are called soils of minor extent.

Most inclusions have properties and behavioral
patterns similar to those of the dominant soil or soils in
the map unit, and thus they do not affect use and
management. These are called noncontrasting (similar)
inclusions. They may or may not be mentioned in the
map unit descriptions. Other inclusions, however, have
properties and behavior divergent enough to affect use
or require different management. These are contrasting
(dissimilar) inclusions. They generally occupy small areas
and cannot be shown separately on the soil maps
because of the scale used in mapping. The inclusions of
contrasting soils are mentioned in the map unit
descriptions. A few inclusions may not have been
observed, and consequently are not mentioned in the
descriptions, especially where the soil pattern was so
complex that it was impractical to make enough
observations to identify all of the kinds of soils on the
landscape.

The presence of inclusions in a map unit in no way
diminishes the usefulness or accuracy of the soil data.
The objective of soil mapping is not to delineate pure
taxonomic classes of soils but rather to separate the
landscape into segments that have similar use and
management requirements. The delineation of such
landscape segments on the map provides sufficient
information for the development of resource plans, but
onsite investigation is needed to plan for intensive uses
in small areas.






General Soil Map Units

The general soil map at the back of this publication
shows broad areas that have a distinctive pattern of
soils, relief, and drainage. Each map unit on the general
soil map is a unique natural landscape. Typically, a map
unit consists of one or more major soils and some minor
soils. It is named for the major soils. The soils making up
one unit can occur in other units but in a different
pattern.

The general soil map can be used to compare the
suitability of large areas for general land uses. Areas of
suitable soils can be identified on the map. Likewise,
areas where the soils are not suitable can be identified.

Because of its small scale, the map is not suitable for
planning the management of a farm or field or for
selecting a site for a road or a building or other structure.
The soils in any one map unit differ from place to place
in slope, depth, drainage, and other characteristics that
affect management. -

The soils in the survey area vary widely in their
suitability for major land uses. Table 4 shows the extent
of the map units shown on the general soil map. It lists
the suitability of each, in relation to that of the other map
units, for major land uses and shows soil properties that
limit use. Soil suitability ratings are based on the
practices commonly used in the survey area to
overcome soil limitations. These ratings reflect the ease
of overcoming the limitations. They also reflect the
problems that will persist even if such practices are
used.

Each map unit is rated for cuftivated crops,
pastureland, woodland, urban uses, and recreation
areas. Cultivated crops are those grown extensively in
the survey area. Pastureland refers to pastures of native
and improved grasses and legumes. Woodland refers to
areas of native or introduced trees. Urban uses include
residential, commercial, and industrial developments.
Intensive recreation areas are campsites, picnic areas,
ballfields, and other areas that are subject to heavy foot
traffic.

The boundaries of the general soil map units in St.
Landry Parish were matched, where possible, with those
of the previously published surveys of Acadia,
Evangeline, Lafayette, and St. Martin Parishes,
Louisiana. In a few places, however, the lines do not join
and the names of the map units differ. These differences
resulted mainly because of changes in soil series

concepts, differences in map unit design, and changes in
soil patterns near survey area boundaries.

Areas on Flood Plains; Dominated by Level to Gently
Undulating, Loamy Soils

This group of map units consists of well drained,
somewhat poorly drained, and poorly drained soils that
are loamy throughout or that have a loamy surface layer
and a clayey and loamy subsoil. The four map units in
this group make up about 33 percent of the parish. Most
areas of these soils that are rarely or never subject to
flooding are used for crops or as pasture. Most areas of
these soils that are subject to frequent flooding and
some large areas that are subject to occasional flooding
remain in use as woodland. Seasonal wetness and
flooding are the main limitations for most uses.

1. Gallion

Level to gently undulating, well drained soils that are
loamy throughout; formed in Red River alluvium

This map unit consists of soils in high positions on the
natural levees of old distributary channels of the Red
River. The landscape in most areas is long, smooth
slopes of 0 to 1 percent. In some areas slopes are 0 to
3 percent.

This map unit makes up about 13 percent of the
parish. It is about 82 percent Gallion soils and 18
percent soils of minor extent.

The Gallion soils have a surface layer of brown silt
loam or dark brown siity clay loam. The subsoil is
yellowish red silty clay loam and silt ioam. The
underlying material is reddish brown or yellowish red,
stratified very fine sandy loam, silt loam, and silty clay
loam.

Of minor extent in this map unit are the somewhat
poorly drained, clayey Latanier soils in intermediate
positions and the poorly drained, clayey Lebeau soils in
low positions on the natural levees. ,

The soils in this map unit are used mainly for
cultivated crops. Corn and soybeans are the main crops.
A few large areas of these soils remain in woodland, and
a few small to large areas are used for urban
development.

The soils in this map unit are well suited to cultivated
crops and pasture. The loamy surface layer, medium
fertility, and level to gently undulating slopes favor these



uses. The soils in this map unit have few limitations for
cultivated crops and pasture.

The soils in this map unit are well suited to the
production of southern hardwoods. They are well suited
for use as habitat for woodland and openland wildlife.

The soils in this map unit are well suited to use as
intensive recreation areas and moderately well suited to
use as sites for buildings and sanitary facilities. The main
limitations are moderate permeability and moderate
shrink-swell potential.

2. Baldwin-Dundee

Level to gently undulating, poorly drained and somewhat
poorly drained soils that have a loamy surface layer and
subsoil or a loamy surface layer and a clayey and loamy
subsoil; formed in Mississippf River alluvium

This map unit consists of soils in high and intermediate
positions on the natural levees along old distributary
channels of the Mississippi River. The landscape in most
areas is long, smooth slopes of 0 to 1 percent. In other
areas it is low, parallel ridges and swales that have
slopes of 0 to 3 percent. Many areas of these soils are
subject to rare flooding.

This map unit makes up about 12 percent of the
parish. It is about 56 percent Baldwin soils, 41 percent
Dundee soils, and 3 percent soils of minor extent.

The Baldwin soils are in intermediate positions on the
natural levees. These soils are poorly drained and are
subject to rare flooding. They have a surface layer of
very dark grayish brown or dark grayish brown silty clay
loam. The upper part of the subsoil is dark gray clay or
silty clay, and the lower part is gray or dark gray clay,
silty clay, or silty clay loam. The underlying material is
gray silty clay or silty clay loam.

The Dundee soils are in the highest positions on the
natural levees, and they are not subject to flooding.
These soils are somewhat poorly drained. They have a
surface layer of dark grayish brown or grayish brown silt
loam or silty clay loam. The subsoil is mottled, grayish
brown silty clay loam or loam. The underlying material is
grayish brown silt loam and very fine sandy loam.

Of minor extent in this map unit are the somewhat
poorly drained Loreauville soils in high to intermediate
positions, the somewhat poorly drained Tensas soils in
intermediate positions, and the poorly drained Iberia and
Sharkey soils in depressional areas.

The soils in this map unit are used mainly for
cultivated crops. Soybeans is the main crop. A few large
areas of these soils remain in woodland, and a few small
to large areas are used for pasture or urban
development.

The soils in this map unit are moderately well suited to
cultivated crops and well suited to pasture. Wetness is
the main limitation. Poor tilth and very slow permeability
are limitations for the Baldwin soils. A surface drainage
system is needed for cropland.

Soil Survey

The soils are well suited to the production of southern
hardwoods, although wetness moderately limits the use
of equipment. They have good potential for use as
habitat for woodland and openiland wildlife.

The soils in this map unit are poorly suited to use as
intensive recreation areas and urban areas. Wetness,
flooding, moderate to very high shrink-swell potential,
and moderately slow to very slow permeability are the
main limitations. These limitations can be partly
overcome by good design and careful installation.

3. Convent-Commerce

Level to gently undulating, somewhat poorly drained soils
that are loamy throughout; formed in Atchafalaya River
alluvium

This map unit consists of soils in high and intermediate
positions on natural levees along the Atchafalaya River.
The landscape in most areas is low, parallel ridges and
swales that have slopes of 0 to 3 percent. In other
areas, it is long, smooth slopes of 0 to 1 percent. Most
areas of these soils are subject to rare flooding from
backwater during unusually wet periods. Some areas
along the Atchafalaya River are subject to occasional or
frequent flooding.

This map unit makes up about 7 percent of the parish.
it is about 60 percent Convent soils, 32 percent
Commerce soils, and 8 percent soils of minor extent.

The Convent soils are in the highest positions on the
natural levees. They have a surface layer of brown or
dark grayish brown silt loam or very fine sandy loam.
The underlying material is mottled, grayish brown or
brown, stratified silt loam and very fine sandy loam.

The Commerce soils are in intermediate positions on
the natural levees. They have a surface layer of dark
grayish brown silt loam or silty clay loam. The subsoil is
mottled, grayish brown or dark grayish brown silty clay
loam and silt loam. The underlying material is grayish
brown or dark gray silt loam and silty clay loam.

Of minor extent in this map unit are the poorly drained,
clayey Sharkey soils. They are in low positions on the
natural levees.

The soils in this map unit are used about equally for
cultivated crops and woodiand. Areas of these soils that
are rarely subject to flooding are mainly in crops.
Soybeans is the main crop. Areas of these soils subject
to occasional flooding are in crops and woodland. Areas
subject to frequent flooding are mainly in woodland. A
few large areas of these soils are protected from
flooding and are used for urban structures.

The soils in this map unit that are rarely subject to
flooding are well suited to cultivated crops and pasture.
The loamy surface layer, high fertility, and gentle slope
favor these uses. Wetness caused by the seasonal high
water table is the main limitation. The soils subject to
occasional flooding are moderately well suited to
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cultivated crops and pasture, and those subject to
frequent flooding are poorly suited to these uses.

Most of the soils in this map unit are well suited to the
production of southern hardwoods. They have good
potential for use as habitat for woodland and openland
wildlife.

Most of these soils are poorly suited to urban uses
and moderately well suited to use as intensive recreation
areas. Wetness, flooding, and moderate to moderately
slow permeability are the main limitations; however,
these limitations can be partly overcome by good design
and careful installation.

Areas of these soils subject to frequent flooding are
not suited to urban uses or recreation areas.

4. Falaya-Basile

Level, somewhat poorly drained and poorly drained soils
that are loamy throughout; formed in old alluvium

This map unit consists of soils on the narrow flood
plains of streams that drain the terrace uplands. The
soils are frequently flooded. Slopes are less than 1
percent.

This map unit makes up about 1 percent of the parish.
It is about 60 percent Falaya soils, 15 percent Basile
soils, and 25 percent soils of minor extent.

The Falaya soils are on narrow flats and low natural
levees. These soils are somewhat poorly drained. They
have a surface layer of brown silt loam or silty clay loam.
The subsoil is a mottled, brown silt loam. Below that is a
buried, loamy surface layer and subsoil.

The Basile soils are in low depressional areas on the
flood plains. These soils are poorly drained. They have a
surface layer of dark grayish brown silt loam. The
subsurface layer is light brownish gray silt loam. The
subsoil is mottled, gray and light brownish gray silty clay
loam.

Of minor extent in this map unit are the poorly drained
Wrightsville soils in high positions and the somewhat
poorly drained Acadia soils on side slopes.

The soils in this map unit are used mainly as
woodland. A few small areas of these soils are used as
pasture.

These soils are poorly suited to pasture. The choice of
pasture plants and period of grazing are limited because
of wetness and the frequency and duration of flooding.

The soils in this map unit are moderately well suited to
the production of hardwood trees. Wetness and the
hazard of flooding limit the use of equipment. The
dominant trees are American elm, sugarberry, water oak,
sycamore, sweetgum, and boxelder. The soils in this
map unit have a medium to high potential for use as
habitat for woodland and openland wildlife.

The soils in this map unit are not suited to cultivated
crops, urban uses, or to intensively used recreation
areas. Flooding is too severe for these uses.

Areas on Flood Plains; Dominated by Level, Clayey
Soils

This group of map units consists of poorly drained and
very poorly drained soils that are clayey throughout.

The three map units in this group make up about 35
percent of the parish. Most of the acreage is in
woodland. Some of the woodland is in a privately owned
wildlife management area. Wetness, flooding, very slow
permeability, and very high shrink-swell potential are the
main limitations for most uses.

5. Lebeau

Level, poorly drained soils that are clayey throughout;
formed in Red River alluvium

This map unit consists of soils in low positions on the
natural levees of old, abandoned distributaries of the
Red River. The landscape is mainly one of broad flats
that have slopes of less than 1 percent. Most areas of
these soils are subject to rare flooding, and some areas
are subject to occasional flooding.

This unit makes up about 11 percent of the parish. It is
about 93 percent Lebeau soils and 7 percent soils of
minor extent.

The Lebeau soils have a surface layer of dark brown
clay. The subsoil is mottled, grayish brown clay in the
upper part and dark reddish brown clay in the lower part.
The underlying material is mottled, reddish brown, dark
reddish brown, and gray clay.

Of minor extent in this map unit are the well drained
Gallion soils in high positions, the somewhat poorly
drained Latanier soils in intermediate positions, and the
poorly drained Perry soils in depressional areas.

Most of the soils in this map unit are used as
woodland. Areas of these soils that are rarely subject to
flooding are mainly used for cultivated crops. Soybeans
and rice are the main crops. A few large areas of these
soils are used as pasture.

Areas of these soils that are rarely subject to flooding
are moderately well suited to cultivated crops and well
suited to pasture. Wetness and poor tilth are the main
limitations. A surface drainage system is needed. Areas
of these soils subject to occasional flooding are
moderately well suited to pasture and poorly suited to
crops. The choice of crops and pasture plants is limited
in areas of soils that are not protected from flooding.

The soils in this map unit are well suited to use as
woodland. The dominant trees are Nuttall oak,
sweetgum, green ash, sugarberry, water hickory, overcup
oak, and American elm. Logging operations during the
winter and spring are limited by wetness. The soils in this
map unit have fair potential for use as habitat for
openland wildlife and good potential as habitat for
wetland and woodland wildlife.

These soils are poorly suited to most urban and
recreation uses. The very high shrink-swell potential,
very slow permeability, flooding, and wetness are the
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main limitations. Surface drainage and flood control are
needed for urban and recreation uses.

6. Sharkey

Level, poorly drained soils that are clayey throughout;
formed in Mississippi River afluvium

This map unit consists of clayey soils in low positions
on natural levees on the alluvial plain of the Mississippi
River. The landscape is mainly broad flats and concave
swales that have slopes of less than 1 percent. In three
areas in the northeastern part of the parish, it is low,
parallel ridges and swales that have slopes of 0 to 3
percent. A large part of this map unit is within the West
Atchafalaya Basin Floodway, and the soils are subject to
rare flooding under unusual conditions. Some of the
lower lying areas of these soils flood more often during
periods of prolonged and intense rainfall.

This map unit makes up about 16 percent of the
parish. It is about 87 percent Sharkey soils and 13
percent soils of minor extent.

The Sharkey soils have a surface layer of very dark
grayish brown or dark grayish brown clay and a subsoil
of mottled, dark gray, olive gray, and gray clay. The
underlying material is mottled, gray clay.

Of minor extent in this map unit are the somewhat
poorly drained Tensas soils; the poorly drained Baldwin
soils on low ridges and intermediate positions; the poorly
drained Iberia soils in shallow, depressional areas; and
the very poorly drained Fausse soils in deep,
depressional areas. The Tensas soils are mainly in three
large areas in the northeastern part of the parish and
make up about 6 percent of the map unit.

Most of the soils in this map unit are used as
woodland. A few large areas of these soils are used for
cultivated crops. Soybeans and rice are the main crops.
Woodland areas are used for wildlife habitat and timber
production. Several small areas of these soils are used
as pasture.

The soils in this map unit generally are moderately well
suited to cultivated crops and well suited to pasture. The
soils subject to occasional or frequent flooding are less
well suited to use for cultivated crops and pasture.
Wetness and poor tilth are the main limitations. A
surface drainage system is needed. The choice of crops
and pasture plants is limited in areas of soils that are not
protected from flooding.

Most of the soils in this map unit are weil suited to
woodland. The soils subject to frequent flooding are
moderately well suited to poorly suited to this use.
Logging operations during the winter and spring are
limited by wetness. These soils have fair potential for
use as habitat for openland wildiife and good potential
as habitat for wetland and woodland wildlife.

These soils are poorly suited to most urban and
recreation uses. The very high shrink-swell potential,
very slow permeability, flooding, and wetness are the
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main limitations. Drainage and flood control are needed
where areas are developed for urban uses.

7. Sharkey-Fausse

Level, poorly drained and very poorly drained soils that
are clayey throughout; formed in Mississippi River
alluvium

This map unit consists of soils in the lowest positions
on natural levees and in back swamps on the Mississippi
River alluvial plain. The landscape is broad flats that
have many depressional areas. The soils in this map unit
are subject to frequent flooding. Slopes are 0 to 1
percent.

This map unit makes up about 8 percent of the parish.
It is about 63 percent Sharkey soils, 34 percent Fausse
soils, and 3 percent soils of minor extent.

The Sharkey soils are on broad flats and are poorly
drained. They have a surface layer of dark grayish brown
clay and a subsoil of gray and dark gray, mottled clay.
The underlying material is mottled, gray clay.

The Fausse soils are in depressional areas and are
very poorly drained. They have a surface layer of dark
grayish brown, mottled clay. The subsoil and underlying
material are dark gray and gray, mottied clay.

Of minor extent in this map unit are the somewhat
poorly drained, loamy Commerce and Convent soils in
high positions.

The soils in this map unit remain in use as woodland.
They are used for timber production or wildlife habitat.

The Sharkey soils in this map unit are moderately well
suited to woodland, and the Fausse soils are poorly
suited. The dominant trees in the map unit are
baldcypress, water hickory, green ash, overcup oak,
drummond maple, and black willow. The hazard of
flooding and the high water table severely restrict the
use of equipment during the harvesting of timber. The
soils in this map unit have good potential for use as
habitat for wetland wildlife, fair potential as habitat for
woodland wildlife, and poor potential as habitat for
openland wildlife. Fishing and hunting are popular
activities in the area.

The soils in this map unit are not suited to cultivated
crops, to urban uses, or to use as intensive recreation
areas. Flooding and wetness are too severe for these
uses.

These soils are poorly suited to pasture. The choices
of pasture plants and period of grazing are severely
limited because of wetness and frequent flooding.

Areas on Terrace Uplands: Dominated by Level to
Moderately Steep, Loamy Solls

This group of map units consists of well drained to
poorly drained soils that are loamy throughout.

The two map units in this group make up about 14
percent of the parish. Most of the acreage is in
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cultivated crops. Susceptibility to erosion and wetness
are the main limitations for most uses of these soils.

8. Memphis

Level to moderately steep, well drained soils that are
loamy throughout; formed in loess

This map unit consists of soils on the highest
elevations on the terrace uplands. The landscape in
most areas is one of long, smooth slopes on interstream
divides. In other areas, it is an escarpment that has
complex short slopes and deeply incised drainageways.
Slopes range from 0 to 20 percent.

This map unit makes up about 4 percent of the parish.
It is about 94 percent Memphis soils and 6 percent soils
of minor extent.

The Memphis soils have a surface layer of brown or
dark grayish brown silt loam. The subsoil is dark brown
silty clay loam and silt loam. The underlying material is
dark yellowish brown or dark brown silt loam.

Of minor extent in this map unit are the moderately
well drained Loring soils, the somewhat poorly drained
Coteau soils on side slopes and nearly level ridgetops,
and the poorly drained Frost soils along narrow
drainageways.

The soils in this map unit are used mainly for
cultivated crops. Soybeans is the main crop. Many small
to large areas of these soils are used as pasture and
urban development. Many of the steeper areas of these
soils are used as woodland.

The soils in this map unit are well suited to cultivated
crops and pasture. Slope and the hazard of erosion are
limitations. Soil losses can be minimized by using
minimum tillage, contour farming, and grassed
waterways.

The soils in this map unit are well suited to woodland.
The potential production of slash pine and loblolly pine is
very high. These soils have good potential for use as
habitat for woodland and openland wildlife.

The soils in this map unit are well suited to urban and
recreation uses. Moderately steep slopes in some areas
are a limitation. .

9. Coteau-Frost-Loring

Level to moderately sloping, somewhat poorly drained,
poorly drained, and moderately well drained soils that
are loamy throughout; formed in loess

This map unit consists of soils on high elevations on
the terrace uplands. The landscape in most areas is
long, smooth slopes on broad ridgetops and flats. In
other areas, it is a complex of narrow ridgetops and
deeply incised drainageways. Slopes range from 0 to 8
percent.

This map unit makes up about 10 percent of the
parish. It is about 44 percent Coteau soils, 36 percent
Frost soils, 9 percent Loring soils, and 11 percent soils
of minor extent.

1"

The Coteau soils are on broad ridgetops and narrow
side slopes. These soils are somewhat poorly drained
and are level to very gently sloping. They have a surface
layer of brown silt loam. The subsoil is dark brown silty
clay loam in the upper part and mottied dark brown, dark
yellowish brown, and light brownish gray silty clay loam
and silt ioam in the lower part.

The Frost soils are on flats and in swales and
drainageways. These soils are poorly drained and are
level. They have a surface layer of dark grayish brown
silt loam. The subsurface layer is dark gray, gray, and
grayish brown, mottled silt loam. The subsoil is dark gray
and light brownish gray, mottled silty clay loam.

The Loring soils are on ridgetops, side slopes, and
narrow escarpments. These soils are moderately well
drained and are gently sloping or moderately sloping.
They have a surface layer of brown silt loam. The
subsoil is dark yellowish brown and dark brown silt loam
and silty clay loam. The lower part of the subsoil is a
fragipan.

Of minor extent in this map unit are the poorly drained
Calhoun soils on broad flats; the somewhat poorly
drained Patoutville soils on low, broad ridges; the
moderately well drained Muskogee soils on narrow,
eroded escarpments; and the well drained Memphis soils
on narrow ridgetops.

Most of the soils in this map unit are used for
cultivated crops. Soybeans and sweet potatoes are the
main crops. A small acreage is in pasture or in urban
and built-up areas.

The soils in this map unit are well suited to cuitivated
crops and pasture. Wetness in the level areas and
erosion in sloping areas are the main concerns. A
surface drainage system is needed for crops and
pasture.

The soils in this map unit are well suited to woodiand.
The potential production of loblolly pine and slash pine is
high or very high. The soils have fair to good potential
for use as habitat for woodland and openland wiidlife.

The soils in this map unit are moderately well suited to
recreational and urban uses. Wetness and moderately
slow and slow permeability are the main limitations.

Some areas of the Frost soils are occasionally flooded
and are poorly suited to crops and to urban and
recreational uses. These areas are moderately well
suited to pasture and woodland.

Areas on Terrace Uplands; Dominated by Level to
Very Gently Sloping Soils

This group of map units consists of somewhat poorly
drained and poorly drained soils that are loamy
throughout and soils that have a loamy surface layer and
a clayey and loamy subsoil.

The five map units in this group make up about 18
percent of the parish. Most of the acreage is in
cultivated crops. A small acreage is in woodland,
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pasture, or urban and built-up areas. Woodland areas
are commonly small and scattered. Wetness is the main
limitation for most uses.

10. Patoutville-Frost

Level to very gently sloping, somewhat poorly drained
and poorly drained soils that are loamy throughout;
formed in loess

This map unit consists of soils on low ridges and
broad flats on the terrace uplands. The map unit is
dissected by numerous swales and drainages. Slopes
are long and smooth and range from 0 to 3 percent.

This map unit makes up about 5 percent of the parish.
It is about 55 percent Patoutville soils, 43 percent Frost
soils, and 2 percent soils of minor extent.

The Patoutville soils are on low, slightly convex ridges.
These soils are level to very gently sloping and are
somewhat poorly drained. They have a surface layer of
dark grayish brown or brown silt loam. The subsoil is
dark grayish brown and grayish brown, mottled silty clay
loam in the upper part and light brownish gray, mottied
silt loam in the lower part.

The Frost soils are on broad flats, in swales, and
along drainageways. These soils are level and are poorly
drained. They have a surface layer of dark grayish brown
silt loam. The subsurface layer is dark gray, grayish
brown, and gray, mottied silt l[oam. The subsoil is dark
gray and light brownish gray, mottled silty clay loam.

Of minor extent in this map unit are the poorly drained
Calhoun soils on broad flats, the somewhat poorly
drained Coteau soils on convex ridges, and the
somewhat poorly drained Jeanerette soils in
depressional areas.

The soils in this map unit are used mainly for
cultivated crops. Soybeans is the main crop. A few small
areas of these soils are used as pasture.

The soils in this map unit are well suited to cultivated
crops and pasture. Wetness is the main limitation. A

“surface drainage system is needed for crops and
pasture.

The soils in this map unit are well suited to woodland.
The potential production of loblolly pine and slash pine is
high. These soils have good potential for use as habitat
for woodland and openiand wildlife.

The soils in this map unit are poorly suited to
recreation and urban uses. Wetness and slow
permeability are the main limitations. Flooding is a
limitation in some areas of the Frost soils.

11. Jeanerette-Patoutville

Level to very gently sloping, somewhat poorly drained
soils that are loamy throughout; formed in loess

This map unit consists of soils on broad flats, in
depressional areas, and on smooth, low ridges on the
terrace uplands. Slopes range from 0 to 3 percent.

Soil Survey

This map unit makes up about 8 percent of the parish.
It is about 40 percent Jeanerette soils, 38 percent
Patoutville soils, and 22 percent soils of minor extent.

The Jeanerette soils are on broad flats and in
depressional areas. These soils are level and are
somewhat poorly drained. They have a surface layer of
very dark grayish brown siit loam. The subsoil is black
and very dark gray silty clay loam in the upper and
middle parts and grayish brown, mottled silty clay loam
in the lower part. The underlying material is light olive
gray, mottled silt loam.

The Patoutville soils are on smooth, low, slightly
convex ridges. These soils are level to very gently
sloping and are somewhat poorly drained. They have a
surface layer of dark grayish brown or brown silt loam.
The subsoil is dark grayish brown and grayish brown,
mottled silty clay loam in the upper part and light
brownish gray, mottled silt loam in the lower part.

Of minor extent in this map unit are the somewhat
poorly drained Crowley soils in slight depressional areas
on some of the low ridges, the poorly drained Judice
soils in some of the depressional areas, and the poorly
drained Calhoun and Frost soils on some of the broad
flats, in swales, and along drainageways.

The soils in this map unit are used mainly for
cuitivated crops. Soybeans is the main crop. A few small
areas of these soils are used for pasture.

The soils in this map unit are well suited to cultivated
crops and pasture. Wetness is the main limitation. A
surface drainage system is needed for crops and
pasture.

The soils in this map unit are well suited to woodland.
The potential production of loblolly pine and slash pine is
high. These soils have good potential for use as habitat
for woodland and openland wildlife.

The soils in this map unit are poorly suited to
recreation and urban uses. Wetness and slow and
moderately slow permeability are the main limitations.

12. Frozard-Coteau

Level to very gently sloping, somewhat poorly drained
soils that are loamy throughout; formed in loess at low
elevations

This map unit consists of soils in low positions on the
terrace uplands. The surface elevations are at or near
the levels of the natural levees in the Mississippi River
alluvial plain. The landscape in most areas is smooth,
low ridges and narrow, shallow drainageways. Slopes
range from O to 3 percent.

This map unit makes up about 1 percent of the parish.
It is about 33 percent Frozard soils, 31 percent Coteau
soils, and 36 percent soils of minor extent.

The Frozard soils are on smooth, low ridges. These
soils are level. They have a dark brown silt loam surface
layer. The subsoil is dark grayish brown and grayish
brown, mottled silty clay loam in the upper and middle
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parts and light brownish gray, mottled silt loam in the
lower part. The upper part of the subsoil contains
moderately high concentrations of sodium salts.

The Coteau soils are on knolls and higher lying ridges.
These soils are level to very gently sloping. They have a
surface layer of brown silt loam. The subsoil is dark
brown silty clay loam in the upper part and mottled dark
brown, dark yellowish brown, and light brownish gray
silty clay loam and silt loam in the lower part.

Of minor extent in this map unit are the poorly drained
Frost soils along drainageways, the poorly drained
Baldwin soils along some of the drainageways at lower
elevations, and the Patoutville soils on some of the
knoils.

The soils in this map unit are used mainly for
cultivated crops. Soybeans is the main crop. A few smali
areas of these soils are used as pasture or for urban
structures.

The soils in this map unit are moderately well suited to
cultivated crops and well suited to pasture. Wetness in
both the Frozard and Coteau soils and the moderately
high concentrations of sodium in the upper part of the
subsoil of the Frozard soils are the main limitations. A
surface drainage system is needed for cultivated crops.

The soils in this map unit are well suited to woodland.
They have good potential for use as habitat for
woodland and openland wildlife.

The soils in this map unit are moderately well suited to
intensive recreation uses and poorly suited to urban
uses. Wetness and slow and moderately slow
permeability are the main limitations; however, these
limitations can be overcome by good design and careful
installation.

13. Crowley-Mowata

Level, somewhat poorly drained and poorly drained soils
that have a loamy surface layer and a clayey and loamy
subsoil; formed in old alluvium

This map unit consists of soils on smooth, low ridges
and broad flats on the terrace uplands. Slopes range
from O to 1 percent.

This map unit makes up about 3 percent of the parish.
It is about 67 percent Crowley soils, 31 percent Mowata
soils, and 2 percent soils of minor extent.

The Crowley soils are on smooth, low ridges. These
soils are somewhat poorly drained. They have a surface
layer of dark grayish brown, mottled silt loam. The
subsurface layer is grayish brown or gray, mottled silt
loam. The subsoil is mottled, grayish brown or dark gray
silty clay and silty clay loam in the upper and middle
parts and mottled, light brownish gray or gray siity clay
ioam in the lower part.

The Mowata soils are on broad flats and along narrow
drainageways. These soils are poorly drained. They have
a surface layer of dark grayish brown, mottled silt loam.
The subsurface layer is gray and grayish brown, mottled
silt loam. The subsoil is mottled, dark gray and light
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brownish gray silty clay and silty clay loam. The
underlying material is light olive gray, mottled silty clay
loam.

Of minor extent in this map unit are the somewhat
poorly drained Mamou soils on side slopes and the
poorly drained Calhoun and Frost soils on broad flats.

The soils in this map unit are used mainly for
cultivated crops. Rice and soybeans are the main crops.
A small acreage is in pasture or in urban and built-up
areas.

The soils in this map unit are well suited to cultivated
crops and pasture. Wetness is the main limitation. A
surface drainage system is needed for crops and pasture
plants.

The soils in this map unit are well suited to woodland.
The potential production of loblolly pine and slash pine is
high. These soils have fair potential for use as habitat for
woodland and openland wildlife and good potential for
use as habitat for wetland wildiife.

The soils in this map unit are poorly suited to intensive
recreation and urban uses. Wetness and very slow
permeability are the main limitations; however, these
limitations can be overcome by good design and careful
installation.

14. Wrightsville-Vidrine

Level and very gently sloping, poorly drained and
somewhat poorly drained soils that have a loamy surface
fayer and a clayey and loamy subsoil; formed in old
alluvium

This map unit consists of soils on broad flats and low,
circular mounds on the terrace uplands. Slopes range
from O to 3 percent.

This map unit makes up about 1 percent of the parish.
It is about 70 percent Wrightsville soils, 20 percent
Vidrine soils, and 10 percent soils of minor extent.

The Wrightsville soils are on broad flats. These soils
are level and are poorly drained. They have a surface
layer of dark grayish brown, mottied silt loam and a
subsurface layer of gray, mottled silt loam. The subsoil is
gray, mottled silty clay, silty clay loam, and silt loam. The
underlying material is light gray, mottled silty clay loam.

The Vidrine soils are very gently sloping and are
somewhat poorly drained. They have a surface layer of
dark grayish brown silt loam. The subsoil is yellowish
brown, mottled silt loam in the upper part and grayish
brown and light brownish gray, mottled silty clay and silty
clay loam in the middle and lower parts.

Of minor extent in this map unit are the somewhat
poorly drained Acadia soils on side slopes along
drainageways, the poorly drained Calhoun soils in
swales, and the somewhat poorly drained Crowley and
Patoutville soils on broad, low ridges.

The soils in this map unit are used mainly as
woodland. A small acreage is used for crops or for urban
and built-up areas.
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The soils in this map unit are moderately well suited to
cultivated crops and pasture. Wetness is the main
limitation. A surface drainage system is needed for crops
and pasture plants.

The soils in this map unit are moderately well suited to
woodland. Wetness severely limits the use of equipment.
These soils have fair potential for use as habitat for
woodland and openland wildlife.

The soils in this map unit are poorly suited to intensive
recreation and urban uses. Wetness and very slow
permeability are the main limitations.

Broad Land Use Considerations

The soils in St. Landry Parish vary widely in their
suitability for major land uses. Approximately 53 percent
of the land is used for cultivated crops, mainly soybeans.
The cropland is scattered throughout the parish. It is a
major land use in all general soil map units, except map
units 4 and 7. The soils in these map units are mainly
used as woodland.

The most productive soils are in general soil map units
1, 2, and 3. The main soils in these map units are the
Baldwin, Commerce, Convent, Dundee, and Gallion soils.
Most of the soils in these map units are loamy, have
high or medium fertility, and are well suited to most
crops. Wetness is the major limitation to growing crops.

The soils in map units 8, 9, 10, 11, and 13 are also
well suited to crops. The main soils in these map units
are the Crowley, Coteau, Frost, Loring, Jeanerette,
Memphis, Mowata, and Patoutville soils. Wetness is the
major limitation to growing crops. The hazard of erosion
and moderately steep slopes are additional limitations in
the Memphis and Loring soils in map units 8 and 9.

The soils in map units 5, 6, 12, and 14 are moderately
well suited to crops. The main soils in map units 5 and 6
are the Lebeau and Sharkey soils. Wetness and poor
tilth are the major limitations to growing crops. The soils

in map units 12 and 14 are on terrace uplands. These
soils have medium or low fertility. Wetness is the major
limitation to growing crops. Excess sodium salts in the
subsoil is an additional limitation in the Frozard soils. The
potential aluminum toxicity in the root zone is a limitation
in the Wrightsville soils.

About 8 percent of the total land area in the parish is
in pasture. All of the soils in the parish, except those in
map units 4, 7, 12, and 14, are well suited to pasture.
Soils in map units 12 and 14 are moderately well suited
and soils in map units 4 and 7 are poorly suited to
pasture. The main limitations for use as pasture are
flooding and wetness.

Approximately 33 percent of the total land area in the
parish is in woodland. All of the soils in the parish,
except those in map units 4, 7, 12, and 14, are well
suited to this use. The soils in map unit 7 are poorly
suited, and those in map units 4, 12, and 14 are
moderately well suited. Flooding and wetness are
moderate or severe limitations to the use of equipment
on these soils. These limitations can be overcome by
using special equipment or by logging during dry periods.

About 6 percent of the total land area in the parish is
in urban or built-up areas. The soils in map units 1, 8,
and 9 are well suited or moderately well suited to urban
uses. The main soils in these map units are the Gallion,
Memphis, Lori